Technically, it’s all just lighting!

Here is an outdoor lighting trick | came up with today. | was going to go with the weekend shooting
group tomorrow to the Spencerville covered bridge. | looked outside this afternoon and saw the rare
northeast Indiana sun out there. So | decided to strike while the iron was hot. | hopped on to Google
Earth to look at the orientation of the bridge from the satellite view. There is a “ruler” icon at the top of
the workspace. What is cool about the ruler is, that it is also a compass. Click on one side of the bridge
(or any object anywhere in the world!) and drag the line to the other side of the bridge. You will get a
reading of approximately .3 miles and approximately 84 degrees if you started on the western (left) side
of the bridge. So as | expected, that the bridge located off of County Road 68 is basically oriented East
and West. Why do | care?

What | really want to know is where the sun will be in relation to my intended viewpoint. Hmmm, how
do | go about that? Here’s another slick spot to bookmark in your computer browser.

http://www.srrb.noaa.gov/highlights/sunrise/azel.html

That’s long enough that you will only want to type it once. So, what is the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Adminstration have to do with my shot? A calculator that pops up looks like this:
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The longitude and latitude were presented by Google Earth. The 5 hour offset is our difference from
GMT/UTC/Zulu time. On January 30" 2010 at 17:35:22 (5:35:22 pm) the sun was exactly at 244.19
degrees (Southwest is of course 235 degrees) and 2.55 degrees above the horizon. | simply added 180
to the 84 degrees and it came up to 264 degrees. That would put the sun just over my right shoulder as |
faced easterly. So if you are looking for those “lucky” lighting effects on your outdoor shots, here is a
way to get an idea where that sun is really at. Now whether there is a heavy cloud cover, well that’s



beyond the scope of this tip. I'll see you on the bridge March 25" at 18:00. Plug that date and time into
the calculator. I'll shoot the sunset at 9.98 degrees above the horizon and at 264 degrees. The sun
should be framed by the tunnel that is the bridge. Have fun.

Jim Macino



